
8pm @ PA...
The Bus Is Confirmed!
And you don’t (officia$y) have the afternoon off to pack!

Only a couple of weeks to go, 
and the excitement is definitely 
building... so much so, that I 
have already heard of at least one 
person who has started packing! 

This will probably be my last 
direct communication to you, so 
I’ll try to cover everything that I 
need to (...this no doubt means 
I’ll have missed or forgotten 

something, so as before, don’t 
hesitate to get in touch... if you 
want to know something, it’s a 
certainty that others will want to 
know it as well!)

Most of this is designed to 
whet your appetite... but I’ve 
included a checklist on page 5 for 
you to tick off. Now, read on, and 
enjoy!

EURODISNEY - CHOICE OF PARKS! 
The final itinerary has arrived from 
NST as have the tickets for 
Disney. We can use the tickets 
for either of the two Disney 
Parks but previous experience 
has taught me that the 
original park is much more 
fun than Disney Studios.

There are many more 
rides and attractions 
in the original park 
and so it provides much better 

value for money.
As some of you may know, while it is 
possible to swap parks at 5pm, European 
Driver’s Regulations mean that this is not 

feasible for us. Our driver has to get us back to 
the Chateau within his driver’s hours or we are 
liable for a rather large fine!
PS: Anyone who tries to remove a character costume 

head wi$ be very forcibly ejected by the very 
big Disney Security staff... you have been 

warned!
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BELT UP!
It is a legal requirement 

that seatbelts must be worn 
at all times. For both France 
and Be lg ium, i t i s 
c o m p u l s o r y  to wear 
seatbelts where fitted. In 
France, failure to do so can 
lead to an on-the-spot fine 
of up to €750 (£500) per 
person!

There i s a l so a 
requ i rement that a 
supervising adult is seated 
adjacent to the emergency 
exits.

Finally, given the nature 
of some of the sites we will 
be visiting, we must have the 
ful l co -operation of the 
pupils in adhering to al l 
instructions given to them by 
staff. This is essential to 
ensure the safe ty o f 
everyone on the trip.



TOWELS AND TRAINERS!

The main thing you need to 
know about the Chateau is that 
you are NOT ALLOWED TO 
WEAR OUTDOOR 
FOOTWEAR INSIDE THE 
CHATEAU BUILDINGS! This 
is the basic rule of life in the 
Chateau and is the one rule they 
are REALLY strict about! You 
will be expected to change out 
of your outdoor shoes/boots in 
the entry hall to the 
accomodation, and there is a 
rack for you to leave your shoes.

Don’t forget to bring your 
own TOWELS & 
TOILETRIES!  A week is a long 
time to go without a shower and 
you may find yourself travelling 

on the roof-rack of the bus if 
you’ve forgotten to bring 
toiletries!

(This reminds me... please try 
to avoid using the toilet in the 
coach unless it is an emergency! 
We will be taking plenty of loo 
breaks so this shouldn’t be a 
problem!)

There are plenty of activities 
to keep you occupied while at the 
Chateau, and there is a football 
pitch if you want to bring a 
football or rugby ball. 

DID YOU KNOW... 
The Flander’s Poppy (papaver rhoeas L.) was a common site on the battlefields. A rapid grower, it 
established itself very quickly during lulls in the fighting. John Macrae, a Canadian surgeon, saw 
them growing around the graves at the hospitals and mentioned them in his poem In Flanders 
Fields. The poem’s popularity gave birth to the wearing of poppies on Remembrance Day.
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Secure perimeter fence - All 
staff must wear Security ID 
Badges at all times.

The original Chateau - it 
looks lovely, but the 
rooms are all different 
sizes (ie: arguments 
waiting to happen!)

Here Be Dragons! Actually, here 
be a couple of kilometers of 
French countryside until you 
reach St. Omer!

RN42 - The road we’ll 
come to know and love! 
From Hazebrouck we 
head up to Ypres, to head 
down to Disney and the 
Somme we go via St 
Omer

Plenty of room to 
run off any excess 
energy! The pupils 
can do the same...

La Gareyne: Our home for 
the week... this is the newest 
block, with the nicest rooms!

Top: La Gareyne - Our home to be
 Bottom: Boules on the drive...

Use the checklist on page 5 of 
this missive to make sure 
you’ve got everything!



SANCTUARY WOOD - (A.K.A. IF IT WIZNAE FUR YIR WELLIES, WHERE WOULD YE BE?)

I’m going to keep saying this one... Wellies are 
an extremely GOOD idea for our visit to Sanctuary 
Wood!

Sanctuary Wood (or Hill 62) is one of the last 
examples of the British Trenches from the Great 
War. You will get an opportunity to walk through 
the trenches and tunnels that the British and 

German soldiers dug during the war. They will be 
muddy! In addition, you might want to bring a 
sma! torch as lighting in the tunnels is variable.

The photograph on the left was taken in 1917 
near to Sanctuary Wood... as you can see, the 
ground does not drain easily, and this lead to many 
problems for the soldiers. The Menin Gate and the 
wall at the back of TyneCot have the names of over 
80,000 soldiers who have no known resting place, 

many of whom were lost to the 
mud.

RESPECT
The key word for a 

lot of the sites we will 
be visiting is 
RESPECT. The 
cemeteries are a vivid 
reminder of the 
sacrifice and loss of a 
generation of young 
men, and as such 
should be treated with 
consideration at all 
times. 

There is always the 
possibility that we will encounter 
the  sons and daughters and 

grandchildren of the soldiers who 
lie in the cemeteries.

I know that you wi$ all 
behave appropriately at all times, 

and hope that you will appreciate 
that if the staff ask you to do 
something it is not being done to 
be nasty! 

EUROZONE!
One good thing about the trip is that we will not have to change our currency 
when travelling between France and Belgium. Both countries have adopted the 
Euro, so we only need to change our money once.
On a practical note, if your own bank doesn’t offer commission free buyback of 
unused Euros, don’t forget that the Post Office will do so if you buy your Euros 
from them in the first place.
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FINAL ITINERARY
The final itinerary is here and 

reads as follows:

FRIDAY 23RD MARCH
Meet at Perth Academy at 

8pm for an 8:30 departure.
Drive to Folkstone.

SATURDAY 24TH MARCH
We are booked on the 

EuroTunnel to Calais. On 
arriving, we drive to Notre 
Dame de Lorette (near Arras) 
and then to Vimy Ridge.

From there we travel to the 
Chateau via Dud Corner 
Cemetery and are expected at 
around 5pm.

The evening will be given 
over to settling in, eating, going 
over the safety procedures (fire 
drill and  assembly points) and 
relaxing.

SUNDAY 25TH MARCH
A very full day! After an early 

breakfast, we drive down to 
Albert from where we will be 
visiting some of the most 
important sites from the Battle 
of the Somme (1st July, 1916).

Our next stop is at 
Lochnagar Crater (La Boise$e), 
followed by Delvi!e Wood. 
There’s a good shop for souvenirs 
and good loos as well! (Lunch!)

After this, we proceed to 
Thiepval Memorial, and then 
onto Newfoundland Park, 
Beaumont Hamel. This is the 
site of the Highland Division 
Memorial, as well as one of the 
more unusual cemeteries on the 
Western Front (Hunter’s Cemetery).

After this, we will return to 
the Chateau for a debrief and 
some fun and games.

MONDAY 26TH MARCH
A very early start today as we 

are going to the DisneyLand 
Park outside Paris. Please see 
the note on page 1 for more 
information about this!

TUESDAY 27TH MARCH
Another very busy day. After 

an early(ish) breakfast, we will 
drive north to Belgium and Ypres 
(Ieper).

We will have our much 
anticipated visit to the chocolate 
shop before visiting the In 
Flanders Fields museum situated in 
the rebuilt Cloth Hall (we are 
booked in at 10:30am). After this, 
we will have a brief visit to St 
George’s Chapel (which is a 
memorial to all who died in the 
Ypres Salient) before visiting the 
Menin Gate for the first time 
today.

After lunch, we are going to 
visit Sanctuary Wood (Hi! 62 
Museum). This is the infamous 
wellies and mud part of the trip... 
see the seperate entry on page 3 
of this newsletter!

From Sanctuary Wood, we 
travel to Tyne Cot Cemetery. 
This is the largest British 
Military Cemetery in the world 
with 11,956 burials. In addition, 
the panels at the rear of the 
cemetery hold the names of 
34,888 of the missing.

After Tyne Cot, we drive to 
Langemark Cemetery via the 
Gas Memorial and - if time 
allows - Poelcape!e cemetery.

Langemark is one of the few 
German cemeteries on the 
Western Front and is worth 
visiting for a number of reasons.

We then return to Ypres for 
our evening meal (see the first 
page!) at 6:30pm. From here, we 

return to 
the Menin Gate in time to 
participate in the Last Post 
Ceremony — Katie Goodwin will 
be saying the exhortation on 
behalf of the fallen, and two of 
our pipers will be playing a 
lament.

WEDNESDAY 28TH 
MARCH

After an early start (yes... 
another one!) we leave the 
Chateau for the last time and 
drive to Citié Europe in Calais 
for some much requested retail 
therapy (or shopping for the 
older folks!) Suitably skint, we 
get the EuroTunnel back to 
Blighty and from there it’s heads 
down and head for home! We are 
hoping to make Perth Academy 
for about midnight.

  PERTH ACADEMY BATTLEFIELDS	
 MARCH, 2007

	
 PAGE 4

Wreath Of 
Remembrance

The wreath we shall be 
laying at the Menin Gate 
Ceremony on 27th March 
has been ordered. The 
wreaths are produced by the 
Lady Haig Poppy Factory 
and all proceeds go to 
help ex-servicemen. 
They have a 
number of 
designs, but we 
have opted for a 
simple circular wreath.

The website for the 
wreaths is http://
www.ladyhaigpoppyfactory.o
rg.uk/wreaths.htm

For more information 
on the origins of the Poppy 
as a symbol of 
remembrance,  visit 
www.inflandersfields.be.

Http://www.ladyhaigpoppy
Http://www.ladyhaigpoppy
Http://www.ladyhaigpoppy
Http://www.ladyhaigpoppy
Http://www.ladyhaigpoppy
Http://www.ladyhaigpoppy
http://www.inflandersfields.be
http://www.inflandersfields.be


PACKING
CHECKLIST

You are allowed ONE suitcase which will go in the luggage hold and one backpack that you can 
bring on the bus. 

What follows is NOT definitive... I have almost certainly missed/forgotten something... but the 
really important things are here, ie: money/passport/food and wellies!
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MUST HAVE or DO ITEMS!

PASSPORT

EHIC Card (used to be E.111)

Toiletries

Towel

Indoor Shoes

Wet weather coat OR pac-a-mac

Euros (Maximum of £200 worth)

British Money for return trip (£10?)

Food for Perth to the Chateau

Travel Adapter Plug

WELLIES!

Pen/Pencil & Paper

Change of clothes!

SENSE OF HUMOUR!

OPTIONAL EXTRAS!

Torch

Camera & Film - Memory Stick - Batteries

Travel Sickness pills

White Shirt & School Tie (for Menin Gate)

Suitable videos/DVDs/CDs for bus/chateau



AND FINALLY...
We hope your son or 

daughter will enjoy the trip and 
take the opportunity to complete 
an evaluation form when we 
return so that we can make 
future trips as good as this one 
promises to be...

Cheers! Mr W.

Keeping up 
to date!
A.K.A. SCHOOLTRIP2.0

We hope to be able to keep 
you up to date with our progress 
throughout the trip by using 
some tools that just weren’t 
available to us the last time we 
went to the battlefields.

I am going to try to upload 
regular posts to the trip blog 
(address below) and also upload 
some photos if possible.

In the best case scenario, I 
will be posting a quick summary 
of each day in the evening when 
we return to the Chateau... but if 
this is not possible, I’ll post a big 
glut of info as soon as we get 
back within range of a network 
connection!

As well as taking plenty of 
photographs, we also hope to do 
some filming when we are away. 
This will be edited together 
during the Easter Holiday, and we 
will organise a social night so you 
can join us to see what we get up 
to.
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Websites to Bookmark
THE BLOG

      http://pabattlefields.wordpress.com/

THE PHOTOS

http://www.flickr.com/photos/96509607@N00/

Calendar
Friday 23rd March

Depart Perth Academy, 8pm

Saturday 24th March

Notre Dame de Lorette, Vimy Ridge, 
Dud Corner Cemetery

Sunday 25th March

The Somme: Albert, Lochnagar Crater, 
Delville Wood, Thiepval, Beaumont 
Hamel

Monday 26th March

EuroDisney

Tuesday 27th March

Ypres: In Flanders’ Fields Museum, 
Menin Gate, Sanctuary Wood, Tyne 
Cot, Langemark

Wednesday 28th March

Citie de Europe - shopping!

Home for midnight-ish!

http://pabattlefields.wordpress.com
http://pabattlefields.wordpress.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/96509607@N00/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/96509607@N00/

